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1 ABSTRACT

Public green spaces, commonly known as parks, playimportant socio-psychological, physical and
ecological role within cities. They support actilifestyles, promote citizenships, reduce air padiot
decrease heat island effects and support enviraiangumstainability. However, previous studies héend
that the quality of parks within settlements fllates depending on their location relative to theté
Business District (CBD) and wealth of residentsisNariation in quality (supply of park area orifdies)
effects the utilization (potential demand) of pankich in turn reduces the benefits, derived fribrase
spaces. This paper sought to investigate the guatd utilization of parks in Potchefstroom, SoAfhnca.

It explored 3 different parks in 3 suburbs on ttesig of the wealth and racial history of the suburb
Qualitative data was collected at each park thraggyhi-structured interviews to determine its uilian,
and an observation study was used to determingdhle quality. The analysis indicated that there are
marked discrepancies in the quality of neighborhpagks between suburbs previously designated for
different racial groups. However, the utilizatiorasvnot determined by the quality of the neighbodhoo
parks, with poor quality parks in previously disadiaged areas being used more frequently. The “study
findings shed light on the green inequality of $oAfrican cities and calls for further interventitm bring

in green equality.
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2 INTRODUCTION

Academically, public green spaces are defined ag apeas, which are primarily covered by vegetadiuh
which are provided and maintained by the local atiies. These open green spaces come in varipes s
and are commonly known as parks. From a plannergpective, parks serve multiple functions androffe
citizens social, psychological and environmentaidiés (Rojas- Rueda et al., 2019). As a reshét,World
Health Organization considers green open spacdes &ssential for the physical and emotional well@eif
citizens.

However, research conducted in Australia, SouthicAfrSpain and America have all found that lower
income residential areas or minority racial greupurbs within cities have less access to greecespar
street trees than more affluent areas (Astell-BuReng, 2019). In the case of South Africa, thenplag
and design of public green spaces has been morpleomue to its political history as well as thdaque
ways in which parks are used in the country. Nedghbod parks in South Africa are planned to provide
recreational and cultural services (Shackletonlet2818). However, these public open spaces e al
utilized by the public to address their individusdeds which come from high poverty levels and Affic
identity or spirituality (Khumalo & Sibanda, 2019hese aspects are culturally opposing at timesdeitet
the traditional utilization of parks. Consequentigsearch conducted in South Africa found thatoaltjin
there are many parks in the cities, only the welintained parks close to the CBD and affluent aezas
utilized, while the others were simply ignored. wéwver, Das and Honiball (2021) add that the
underutilization of South African low-income neigithood parks is attributed to the lack of amenjties
inappropriate location, lack of attractivenesskla€ accessibility, no interest, and crime. Thingates a
vicious cycle in the level of green spaces andsifucture provided (supply) by the governmenttaedow
demand of green spaces in these suburbs.

This paper seeks to engage the first dimensiomaf@mental justice - that of distributive justicghich
addresses fairness in provision of public spacds@ated resources within the South African coinfeaw,
2013). In light of this, the paper examines theliuaf parks and their utilization in three diffsmt suburbs
located in Potchefstroom South Africa (Harnik, 2@)9 The paper starts by providing a brief backdob
South African cities and their relationship with bia green space planning. It then describes the
methodology, discusses findings and draw conclgsi®he next section provides a background to tnayst
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3 BACKGROUND

The South African apartheid city stands out asdreme example of urban social engineering (Seesking
2011:532; Venter et al. ,2020:106). Its spatiakphology was based on racial segregation and lieyar
that systematically disadvantaged those who weassifled as ,Coloured”, ,Indian/Asian” or ,Black".
During this period people of color were forciblyrreved from urban areas and moved to ,group areas” s
located far from urban amenities. Within the apsidhcity, White“s lived in high-income urban
neighborhoods with good quality infrastructure amtban amenities, whilst South Africans classified a
Coloured or Indian lived in lower class rural ndghhoods with poor services and no urban amenities.
African“s or Blacks lived in townships that had mmial infrastructure and services (Seekings, 2010):54
Each of these group areas were then treated asasepacal administrations, and infrastructureshsas
highways, industrial zones, and buffer zones weexluo create physical divisions along the linesacg.
Furthermore, regulations were put in place to @dndocial interaction between racial groups in publ
spaces (Seekings, 2011:538). This created excluspatial fragmentation and high levels of inegyah

the country (Lehohla & Shabalala, 2014:501). In aralogous fashion, the environmental policy of
apartheid South Africa was as cruel and perversleaspatial one.

Under the colonial and apartheid governments, tods of Black South Africans were forcibly removed
from their ancestral lands to make way for game&gaand billions of Rands were spent on preserving
wildlife and protecting wild flowers, while peopie “townships” and “homelands” lived without adetgia
food, shelter, and clean water. The Whites-onlyces in national parks meant that black South dsiinis
could not enjoy the country“s rich natural heritagad draconian poaching laws kept the rural pommnf
desperately needed resources (Kuruneri-Chitepo &l8eton, 2011). A study conducted by McConnachie
and Shackleton (2010) found that there was les$iqgputban green infrastructure and fewer parkshia t
poorer neighbourhoods (African, Indian and Colouredidents) than the more affluent ones (White
residents). The same was found with respect toptbgision of street trees, with many areas in poore
neighborhoods having no street trees at all (Gw&di&hackleton, 2017). Consequently, Black South
Africans (and anti-apartheid activists in genegd)d little attention to environmental debates wnlyirthe
apartheid era since the environment was seen t \Wbite, suburban issue of little relevance to dahe-
apartheid struggle.

However, the liberalization of South African paitiin the late 1980s created a discursive andditistial
space for the rethinking of environmental issuesl a vibrant debate began on the meaning, causds, a
effects of environmental decay. The most fundanientecome of these developments was the broadening
of the definition “environment” in legislation toélude the working and living space of Black South
Africans. Subsequently, a wide range of trade w)imon-governmental organizations, civic assoaiatio
and academics adopted the new environmental diseolMYithin a few short years these bodies began to
challenge the environmental practices and poliofethe past, with the hope of bringing in enviromtag
equality and distributional justice (Ramphele ancddwell 1991).

In 1994, the African National Congress (ANC) cam®ipower and realized that social, economic, and
political relations were also part of the enviromta¢ equation. As a result, the ANC pledged that
environmental inequalities and injustices wouldaddressed as an integral part of the party“s poesttaeid
reconstruction and development mandate (ANC, 198): Accordingly, in 1996 the South African
Constitution granted all South Africans the righthuman dignity, equality and freedom. In termshaf
right to equality: it stated that everyone is eqoefore the law and has the right to equal pratacéind
benefit of the law. In order, to promote equalitlye Constitution put in place a number of legiskati
measures that could be adopted to protect the srighit people who were disadvantaged by unfair
discrimination. In section 24 the Constitution het adds that all citizens have a right to an “emunent
that is not harmful to their health and well-beiragid that development should be “ecologically snatde”.
When these rights are read together it becomes theh environmental justice is part of a largeciab
justice paradigm, which seeks to transform theslioepeople for the better.

Consequently, over the past 29 years (1994-2028herous policies and legislation were passed it pos
apartheid South Africa, including the Reconstauttiand Development program (RDP), Spatial
Development Frameworks (SDF), Development Fadtitef\ct (Act 76 of 1995), Habitat and Local Agenda
21 initiatives, the Green Paper on Development ritten(1999), the National Environmental Management
Act (Act 107 of 1998) and National Spatial Plannargd Land Use Management Act (SPLUMA, Act 16 of
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2013). All of these made provision for equitableagr space planning. However, before any decisiounlsl

be made on the implementation by the local authasitoroad framework of stakeholders was engageid. T
included public participation and several objediweere met to ensure that what was required was
implemented. This often resulted in the approvajreen spaces having to continuously be balancaitistg
other urban land-uses such as housing, infrastejcteconomic and business development (Cilliers,
Diemont, Stobbelaar & Timmermans, 2011: 695-698)afesult, parks were not prioritized practicaihd

this is deeply felt in everyday life for South Afains (Makakavhule & Landman, 2020). This is esfligcia
true in government-built social housing areas, whavironmental justice, sustainability and quadityife
aspects have been neglected (Chishaleshale 20ah).

However, to provide a perspective on the scalehefrteglect, a study conducted by Venter et al. R02
found that there is environmental inequality andtrdution injustice in 49 out of the 52 district
municipalities. With white urban households livinghin 700 m of a public park, whilst African hous®#ds
have to walk, on average, 1.7 km (Venter et al2020Furthermore, Lategan and Cilliers (2016:13)nfi
that the more affluent suburbs, which are primgvidpulated by whites, have the lowest housing debsit
more green space per capita. This can be compatedhg new low-income housing suburbs, which are
primarily populated by poor Black South Africangving the highest housing density but the leastrgre
space per capita. Despite this, little empiricabach has been conducted to examine the physicautes

of neighborhood park contexts and the correlatidh wtilization. This additional insight could astsin
understanding the differences in quality and uiibsaas well as provide insight into the level péquality

on a neighbourhood level. The next section prewitrief descriptions of the methodology followed t
determine the quality (supply) and utilization (demd) of neighborhood parks in Potchefstroom by
analyzing the parks in three different suburbs withe city.

4 METHODOLOGY

Over the last decade there have been several edmogical studies in Potchefstroom which have $ecu
on urban biodiversity, ecosystem services, greecespand green economy (Cilliers, 2010a; Cillieral.e
2013). However, these projects were focused onspaithin high- and middle-income areas, and thely di
not provide insight into the quality distributiof marks within the city. Consequently, this res@asought to
address the shortcoming by investigating the catirei between the quality of neighborhood parks tied
utilization of these parks in Potchefstroom, Soififica (Brasington & Hite, 2005:4).

The study area was comprised of: Area A- Botan{gatdens in the Built area (High Income), Area B-
Hospital Park in Baillie Park (middle income) anteA C- lkageng park in Ikageng (Low Income ) (se@m
below).

Tlokwe Parks ' ' R
'-_I % ‘ Parks

Google Eart

Fig. 1: Location of the three parks in Tlokwe looalnicipality (Source: Own composition)

REAL CORP 2023Proceedings/Tagungsband ISBN 978-3-9504945-2-5. Editors: M. SCHRENK, V.ROPOVICH, P. ZEILE, ﬂ_
18-20 September 2023 — https://www.corp.at P. ELISEI, C.BEYER, J. RYSER, H. R. KAUFMANN - Ljijana, Slovenia



The Planning and Utilisation of Green Spaces intl$édrica: Potchefstroom as a Case Study

These parks were chosen due to their location éndifferent suburbs and distance from the CBD. The
researcher sought to determine if quality andaatilon is affected by distance from the CBD . Atleaf
these parks the researcher conducted semi-strdctiaee to face interviews with randomly chosen
participants from different ages, genders and ratestotal 30 Interviews were conducted between
19/07/2021-22/07/2021. Responses were documentéda@alyzed. The next section discusses the key
findings from the empirical study on the utilizatiand quality of parks in Potchefstroom.

5 RESULTS

There are 79 Parks in the Tlokwe Local Municipalifyotchefstroom) according to the Integrated
Development Plan (IDP). Of these, 44 are considdmatloped, 6 semi-developed and 27 underdeveloped
(JB Marks Local Municipality, 2018:246). The logalnicipality classifies developed parks as haviregg
infrastructures which are regularly maintainedilstlunderdeveloped parks are seen as not havieguade
green infrastructure. The figure below illustrasdighe open green areas around Potchefstroom.
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Fig. 2: Green spaces in Potchefstroom (Source:dat®wn )
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Fig. 3: Location of Case study relative to CBD ( Authown)

Morphologically the map illustrates a typical Ageeid city model, and the green markings illustridie
neighborhood parks. High income localities areated in the North of the city and the lower-income
residentss in the South, close to the industrieh.arAnalysis of the map reveals that green spacesss
Potchefstroom are unequally distributed, with mgneen spaces in the low-income residential areastie
high-income residential area.
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This finding was confirmed by the local IDP whids@added that most of the “underdeveloped paaks”
predominately located in the low-income residerdiadl middle-income residential areas, while largere
well-developed parks are located in the higher nmecareas(JB Marks Local Municipality, 2018:246).
According to the IDP the two of the three randomiysen parks for this study that were categorazed
“developed parks” (i.e Botanical Garden and Petepk) and one of the parks was an “underdevdlope
park” (i.e Ikageng Park). The next section cauhe key findings on the quality of these parkpfdy).

5.1 The quality of the parks

According to Urban Land Institute (2021), high lifyaparks have five key characteristics: 1.Are in
excellent condition and are well maintained, 2. éssible to all potential users, 3. Provide positive
experiences for park users, 4. Are relevant tactmamunities they serve, and 5. Are flexible andpsalale

to changing circumstances. In order to evaluateqtmality of parks in Potchefstroom and to captine
quality of the parks, each park will be discussedar separate headings according to the aboveiaried
findings are motivated with images. The map beloaviples perspective on distance of the parks fioen t
CBD.

A. The Botanical Gardens

The NWU Botanical Garden which is situated in tightincome area was opened to the public in 1982. |
situated 4.1 KM North from the Potchefstroom CBRQI &overs 3ha. It has more than a 1500 plant species
and provides a habitat for a variety of animals arsécts. There is a variety of vast open spadesrav
people can come for recreational purposes and dkiedpfootpath can be used for physical exercise (se
Images below). The park also has lights, trasls,caestrooms and benches all along the paved fibstpa
The park is maintained by the University but opethe public at no cost.

" :T
(¥ 2 — - !
15 -, -
-

Fig. 4: Pictures of the Botanical Gardens (Sou@en Compositions)

This park is located in the former white suburbd anconsidered to be a developed park by the rated
Development Plan.

B. Hospital Park
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This park is centrally located opposite the publispital and is 2.7 km from the CBD. The researth
first observation of the park was that there ispacking available on the property and there wadence
around the park to ensure safety. The park aldeboun-down, with the paving being uneven andpthiat
fading on buildings. The tennis court is also diaped and converted into a skateboard park. Téteo@ms

are also neglected with several broken windows mmdoors. While the park has various trees, many
branches were cut (for fire wood) and the grass avas grown (see figure below). One of the partaig
also rightly pointed out that there are no benchiegt lights and trash cans on the property,aana result
litter is scattered everywhere (see images below).

Fig. 5: Pictures of Petersen Park (Authors Own)

This park is considered to be developed by theteégtroom IDP.
C. lkageng Park

Ikageng Park is located 7km away from the CBD suburb that was the former African township. Asth
park the researcher found that there is no par&imd)it could only be accessed by foot. The parkritas
grass and no infrastructure such as restroomsayr fgkilities (Swings, see-saws or jungle-gymshtig
trash cans, benches and footpaths. The only tnfidare this park has is a set of goal posts. gl®emno
maintenance in the park and the people of the beigihood use the open land to dump their trash (see
figures below). Whilst the researcher was at th& gaere was not a lot of activity going on in thark, but
those who were there stated that young boys uspateto play soccer in the afternoon and oldempfeeo
come to watch them play.

§ 3ec . e .
[ = ! — aL
- - ~ s ] Tl L T

Fig. 6: Pictures of Ikageng Park (Source: Own Coritijons)
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This park is considered to be under developed &yDir.

In light of the above findings, one could conclubat the Botanical garden situated in a built avb&h is
4km from the Potchefstroom CBD offers the bestijugreen spaces, since it adheres to all 5 ofjtnaity
criteria (see table below). Both the hospital pankl the Ikageng park are not considered to be duglity
parks since they adhere to 0 of the five qualitieda (see table below).

Quality Ikageng Hospital Botanical Garden
Distance from CBD 7km 2.7 Km 4.1 KM

Well Maintained No No Yes

Accessible No No Yes

Positive experience No No Yes

Relevant to locall No No Yes

community

Flexible and adaptable No No No

Furthermore, the study found that the quality ofkpadid not depend on the distance from the CBD but
rather the wealth of residents. With the hospitkpthis is closer to the CBD but is of a poorealgy
compared with the Botanical garden. However, pao&ated in the poorer area and former black towsshi
are still found to be the least developed. Thd segtion unpacks how each of these parks are used.

5.2 Utilization of the Parks

Utilisation can be defined as the manner in whiehpublic use a particular space. The study fahatdthe
Botanical Garden which is located adjacent to timev&rsity had a lower utilization rate than the pitel
Park which is located opposite the hospital andlitageng Park in the low income area. The respdsden
(10) claim that they visit the botanical garden emacmonth, while those interviewed at the Hospitak
(13) and Ikageng Park (7) claim to visit the patidy.

The motivation for the frequent visits to the Pafkiospital and Ikageng) was that they were easily
accessible and that they offered space for reoreatid exercise. However, the Botanical gardenneaas
frequently used due to time access restrains (8afpin) and the distance from home. Additionallgnm

(6) respondents from the botanical garden stai@kiley have large gardens of their own and ddindthe
need to visit a park as often. Respondents frorgekg (7) and Hospital Park (6) state that they lsmell
gardens or no gardens and are dependent on parkscifeational space. The table below captures main
findings.

Criteria Botanical Gardens Hospital Park lkagenckPa

Income Group High Income Middle Income Low Income

Frequency of usage Once a month Every day Every day

Purpose of usage Recreation Recreation Recreation

Like about park Accessible and clean Quiet, spacand near home Meeting place and soccer field

Dislike about Park Lack of maintenance No mainteeaand insufficientf No grass, litter everywhere, njo
infrastructure facilities and no lights

Table 2: Findings on the utilization of Parks irntéh@fstroom (Authors own)

Analyzing the responses, one finds that the bathmgjarden was found in the high income area anglpeo
liked it because it was accessible and clean, hewyseme respondents still did not like it becdauseas not
“well maintained”. However, Hospital Park which wlagated in the middle income area and closer ¢o th
CBD was favored since it was “ Quiet, spacious aedr their home”. However, they also pointed oat th
the park was not well maintained and did not offefficient infrastructure such as parking, toileasd
playing facilities. On the other hand, people wised the lkageng park claimed that they liked dalse it
offered them a common meeting place to play andiwsdccer.

One of the main findings from the semi-structurateriviews was the manner in which recreation was
defined. Respondents, who were white and young3(®@ears), from the botanical garden stated treat th
used the park to walk, run and picnic. Howevespomdents who were mostly Black and middle aged (30
40years) from the hospital park used the park égraation, but defined recreation as “sitting ia fun”,
“children skating” and “socializing”. Some (2) &d that they use the park to sort out recyclingenna,
since they have nowhere else to sort it. On a &yrilone was to drive past, one could also nadicgoup

of people in white clothes who use part of the park“worshipping” purposes. On the other-hane Bark

in lkageng was used to play soccer, and the contgnuses it to socialize during these matches.

The main finding for the researcher was that pafksr a “sense of place”, and the likes and diglileee
subjective. The researcher further asked eacheofaspondents if they visited any of the altermebeks in
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Potchefstroom, to which they all stated that theg“tever use other parks since they are not assadie,
and some just simply never thought of visiting jgarkother suburbs.

The next section discusses the key finds to determhithere is equality of green spaces and ifiguaffects
utilization.

6 DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS

In 1996, a one-city one tax base principle was @mgnted, which meant that all citizens in the shguld

be treated equally. This also meant that all subwibhin the city should have equal access to atiesni
services and facilities- green spaces included. é¥ew access in this case was not just abouttfasilbeing
open for everyone to use, but it also meant thatqtirality of facilities within the city should aldwe the
same throughout the settlement. Unfairness ofibligton would foster conflict and undermine coayigm,
furthermore the inequality of services would mehat tsome citizens would have greater benefits and a
better quality of life in comparison to the re$te section below discusses the key findings optyeer.

6.1 Inequality in green spaces

Not all impacts or benefits can be measured in aopeterms. Neither can all types of neglect and
inequality be expressed in words, but some thiray® lto be experienced first-hand, therefore theareser
attempted to capture images to provide undeniaisiglit into the reasons for inequality.

The study found that even though there are noicgstrs on movement, the apartheid city model balé an
effect on how cities look and are utilized todaiyhe research revealed that many respondents livatyn
perimeters which are either due to self-limitatmneconomic barriers. Many low-income residentsncan
access facilities within the city solely due tonsportation costs, even though these facilitiedrae High-
income residents on the other hand have self-liraita due to “fear of others” or lack of interesnd this
restricts them from exploring the poorer end of titg. Regardless, of which barrier is analyzed, find
that there are two different realities for peopkenly within a 10 km radius in the same city. Seer though
there are facilities and amenities in the cityythee only accessed by a few who live close by.

The study further found that, although GIS mapshwitpolicy documents claim that there are 79 Parks
within the city, most parks are located in the fernrmon-white areas (lkageng, Promosa and Mohadin).
However, when the researcher drove around in ttieity to determine the utilization and quality thiese
parks, most of them were non-existent to an ext®atks” in these locations were merely open plaith

no infrastructure, and were similar to the lkag@agk. According to the inhabitants these openesphave
always been there and they were unaware that ibatasily earmarked to be a park.

On paper, in 2013 the Ikageng park was supposéeeé tieveloped and its purpose was to provide thed loc
low income residents of the community with much degk recreation facilities. It was also supposed to
include multi-functional courts, a children“s playea, picnic and braai facilities and a large ooitdo
amphitheater. It was to have essential infrastrectsuch as lights, dustbins, grass patches andgéSee
figure below).

However, nine years later in 2021, one can seéidparities between what was sold to the public\ahdt
was actually provided. Upon interviewing the pessanthin the municipality, no one could say why the
project was not seen through and what happenedheomntoney. This also brings into question the
distributional injustice that children experiencethe city. Children in the North (High-income) ameposed

to 1500 different plants and species in the Botlrgarden, while children in the South (low-incorheye
dirt patches, rubbish dumps and broken goal p@sts.core notion of distributional justice in Soutfrica
could therefore be questioned 30 years later.

However, the inequalities are not just spatial thhely are environmental, socio and psychologicals T$
demonstrated through the parks in the south bemgrly maintained, lacking infrastructure and not
providing even grass for citizens to relax on. Ehgseen spaces which are supposed to be used for
psychosocial and ecological benefits are insteatghesed to dump rubbish, accommodate homelesdepeop
and graze animals. It is clear that the benefas gheen spaces ought to provide are not beinggedvn the
low-income areas.
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Figure 7: lkageng Community park concept plan (@irtdj landscape architecture, 2013)

6.2 Does Quality affect utilization of Green Spaces?

Parks are recognized as key public spaces thatsiftgal value to adjacent neighborhoods. In thlspsees,
safety, infrastructure and maintenance are impbmaasures of ensuring utilisation. However, thalt
found that these factors are not the only onesctirfiig the utilization of parks. The study found tthiae
participants from low-income areas (lkageng Padg parks more often than the middle-income (Hokspita
park) and high-income participants (Botanical gajd@cConnachie & Shackleton, 2010:248). However,
the question of who was utilizing the parks andvitrat purpose provides valuable insight into theiagdo
dynamic experience in the city.

Leaast Dﬂ'ﬂﬂpﬂiﬂ — ’

ozt utilizad "——_ Least utilizad

Figure 8 : The Quality vs Utilisation of Parks intBhefstroom (Authors own)

In light of this, an article published in the loagaéwspaper “The Herald” in August 2021, reporteat th
homeless people live in the Hospital parks" bathrs, and thieves, drug addicts and prostitutesrlaitthe
park during the day. Furthermore, the study atemd that local recyclers also use the parkingdatollect
and sort recyclables outside the park. As a reledal residents claim that the park is more ofress to the
local community then a recreational area. Consatyethe public has requested the municipality to
demolished the park and replace it with an indgongasium.

However, for the purposes of this study, it waseded that the Hospital park and Ikageng Parks tothot
have the best quality infrastructure or could besttered to be a high quality park. Nevertheldssy tare
still being utilized in an alternate fashion ameyt still offer unconventional benefits to the pablThis
shows that there is a difference of opinion abcuoeptable usages and there is still a fear of sther

In conclusion, the study found that the qualitytlod parks does not affect utilization; howeverizdtion
could influence the quality of the park and thegheorhood. It further revealed that the unconvertio
utilization of Parks deters investment, and théous cycle of inequality continues.
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The Planning and Utilisation of Green Spaces intl$édrica: Potchefstroom as a Case Study

7 CONCLUSION

The study found the Apartheid city model still inopahow cities look in South Africa today. This was
verified with the unequal distribution of green eps and green infrastructure across Potchefstriioalso
found that high-income residential areas have fepagks which are better maintained but rarely used
whereas low-income residential areas have morerdadeloped parks with almost no green infrastrctur
and maintenance but are used the most often. Howéve less developed parks are utilized in an
unconventional manner but still provide benefitsthe public which include an area to socialize,zgra
animals, sort out recycling material, accommodafimnthe homeless and garbage disposal. It could be
agreed that this inequality does not allow inhatido have the full benefit from green spacesaqrattions

the provision of these spaces. The paper recommtinadsfurther research be conducted on the socio-
psychological inequalities created by the lackdgcuate facilities in the poorer neighborhoods.

8 RECOMMENDATIONS

8.1 Public awareness

There are various policies in place to support remvnental equity, and the local municipality doesén
funds allocated to develop the underdeveloped ami-developed parks. Nevertheless, the practiqgeas
IS not that easy because funds are allocated angotd need and officials indicate that the patghatf
potholes and provision of houses with water andtegty is more important than parks. That coutdthue
and reiterates the lack of interest in green spadewever, if the benefits of green spaces couldebéized
and the importance inculcated, the significancthe$e spaces might be realized. In light of thisenpublic
awareness and environmental knowledge is requiregdlly bring in change.

8.2 Avoid Blue Print

Parks throughout the world have similar plans,cstmes and infrastructure. This structure paingsitiea of
high-quality parks which are implemented regardidssulture. The study has alluded to the idea Smith
African parks are not really considered a big diedhe higher income areas since building densityiich
lower and most houses have private gardens. Howpeeks are more valued in the lower income areas
since houses and gardens are small and the neddsveaf income individuals differ from high income
individuals. As a result, it is important to contltw participative planning in order to understahe needs
to the community. For one, the community needsepatworship” on a Sunday and to gather and siaeial
in the sun. Another need identified is for peopldave space to organize their material recyclutiyities,
and to skate. Although all these needs might netlyehe accommodated within a traditional greenrope
space, it is the requirement of the public. Theesfplanners should be innovative and willing ted from
conventional blue-print development.

8.3 Access to Justice

On paper at least, South Africa“s constitutionaiviisions on equality, justice and freedom rank agnthre
most progressive in the world. However, at a npyeetical level, many people in South Africa do have
the financial means to actively pursue costly cqudceedings; especially those including envirornsalen
inequality and distributional injustices. The stuths revealed the initial plan and the realityhaf Ikageng
park, however, the citizens of the community do mate the financial muscle or the funds to opeouatc
case against the municipality to ensure justice.

As a consequence, public interest law firms and societies are required to look at cases sudkaeng,
and seek justice and equality for those who caachteve it themselves. If local government is neitth
accountable for empty promises, the vicious cy€lieequality will continue.
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