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1 ABSTRACT 

Illegal land use presents intricate challenges with far-reaching socio-economic and environmental 
implications. This study investigates the dynamics of unlawful land use in Louis Trichardt, Makhado Local 
Municipality. Employing a mixed-methods approach, the research synthesizes insights from 270 
respondents, including municipal employees, supplemented by primary data from comprehensive surveys 
and community observations. A SWOT analysis revealed key strengths, such as community awareness and 
potential for localized solutions, but also weaknesses, including insufficient municipal resources and 
individual resistance to regulations. Identified opportunities include public awareness campaigns, improved 
housing accessibility, and stronger regulatory enforcement. However, significant threats such as 
environmental degradation and limited access to formal economic activities pose ongoing risks. The findings 
highlight unauthorized rental structures, illegal spaza shops, informal shack settlements, and unapproved 
businesses as prevalent forms of illegal land use. Respondents identified critical drivers behind these 
practices, including limited access to affordable housing, economic hardships, and unemployment. The study 
recommends bolstering municipal capacity, enhancing community awareness initiatives, and prioritizing 
affordable housing programs to address these issues effectively. Suggested areas for future research include 
examining the long-term impacts of community-driven solutions, evaluating the effectiveness of municipal 
campaigns, fostering public-private partnerships, advancing sustainable land use planning, and conducting 
comparative studies with similar municipalities. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

Illegal land uses, or the unauthorized occupation and use of another person's property, were common 
worldwide (Machete et al., 2021). This was due to factors like population expansion, urbanization, and 
poverty, which were especially prevalent in developing nations. Illegal land use was a serious issue in South 
Africa, impacting both urban and rural areas (eNCA, 2021). The Constitution of the Republic of South 
Africa 1996, Section 25, only safeguarded a landowner from the arbitrary deprivation of property; it did not 
provide an absolute property right. One area that felt the negative effects of illegal land use was Louis 
Trichardt town in Makhado, a local municipality in the Limpopo Province. Like many other South African 
rural areas, Louis Trichardt struggled with the negative effects of unauthorized land use. Furthermore, 
according to the South African Human Rights Commission 2000, all citizens could take advantage of their 
fundamental rights to access land and housing, where necessary and given the available resources. The 
government also had a responsibility to help private landowners defend their property in cases of widespread 
invasions, i.e., “Use the Prevention of Illegal Eviction From and Unlawful Occupation of Land Act, 1998 to 
obtain a swift court eviction order in the event of a trespass on your private property. Alternatively, if the 
invasion was connected to a requirement for access to agricultural land, ask for help from the Department of 
Agriculture, Land Reform, and Rural Development” (Carnie, 2022). 

Many social, economic, and environmental issues were associated with illegal land use (Masilela, 2022; 
Mokoena et al., 2017). These issues affected people's livelihoods and general well-being and could have 
long-term effects on social structures and the environment. In the Makhado Local Municipality, South 
Africa, there had been an increase in illegal land use over time (Makhado IDP, 2022/23). The area's 
ecological balance was in danger due to illegal land use, which also affected the socio-economic 
development of the area. This study aimed to evaluate Louis Trichardt town's illegal land uses from 2017 to 
2022 and offer suggestions for addressing this issue.  
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Firstly, illegal land use was a widespread problem in many South African rural areas and had a significant 
impact on these places' socio-economic growth and ecological balance (Sinthumule et al., 2020). To create 
efficient policies and strategies to address it, it was essential to comprehend the scope of this issue and how it 
affected the study area (Sithole et al., 2021). Secondly, there was a dearth of studies on illegal land use in 
South African rural areas, especially in Makhado's local municipality. This study added to the body of 
knowledge on this subject and shed light on the reasons behind and effects of illegal land use in the 
community (Manakane et al., 2022). Thirdly, the findings of this study could be used by the local 
government and other stakeholders to develop interventions that addressed the underlying causes of illegal 
land use, such as poverty and unemployment. This could improve the living conditions of residents in the 
town and promote sustainable development. Lastly, determining Louis Trichardt's illegal land uses assisted 
in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations (Zwane et al., 
2020). This research aimed to help achieve SDGs, i.e., “11 and 15”. Accordingly, SDG 15 aimed to protect, 
restore, and promote the sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, stop and reverse land degradation, and stop biodiversity loss (Walz et al., 2022); hence, 
targets 15.9, 15.A, and 15.B of the SDGs aligned with this study because they promoted the protection of 
biodiversity, investment, and the integration of natural ecosystems into planning, development, and poverty 
alleviation programs in developing countries. Moreover, SDG 11 aimed to make cities and human 
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable (Ebbesson et al., 2022). In this case, it was important 
because inclusive human settlements were being promoted. To address these reaserch gap, the study 
investigates the dynamics of unlawful land use in Louis Trichardt, Makhado Local Municipality.  

3 LITERATURE REVIEW 

Illegal land use, also called illegal land occupation, was the taking of land without the required authorisations 
or legal rights (Khumalo, 2019). Moreover, it could have involved a variety of actions, such as the erection 
of structures or habitations, the farming of crops, or the unauthorised use of land for other purposes. Hence, 
it was frequently fuelled by social, economic, and environmental issues like deprivation, unemployment, the 
lack of affordable housing, and restricted access to land (Palm, 2021). 

Furthermore, illegal land use had both good and bad societal, economic, and environmental consequences 
(Ntshidi, 2020). On the one hand, it provided a way for marginalized groups to gain access to land and 
shelter when they did not have formal alternatives for obtaining land rights (Dlulane, 2020). It could also 
have facilitated entrepreneurship, innovation, and societal growth. In addition, it resulted in conflict, 
bloodshed, and adverse environmental consequences such as deforestation, land degradation, and species 
loss (Thaw, 2020). It could also have had fiscal consequences, such as lost property tax income and reduced 
investment in the official real estate market. 

Some of the causes included housing shortages, i.e., people turned to occupying land unlawfully to get a 
place to live in locations where there was a dearth of affordable housing. Another reason was landlessness, 
that is, people who lacked access to land invaded it to take advantage of resources like agricultural or grazing 
land (Sakala, 2016, & Adedamola et al., 2022). Additionally, rapid urbanisation led to encroachment and 
informal settlements due to the need for houses and land. Moreover, poor people invaded other people's land 
to secure a place to reside, or to engage in illegal activities that brought in money. Weak land governance led 
to illicit land acquisition and selling, which resulted in conflicts and invasions of private property (Khumalo, 
2019). 

Theory of Relative Deprivation 

According to Neely (2020), this theory stated that people's actions and behaviours were influenced by how 
they perceived their rights and what they possessed. According to the theory, when people felt their rights to 
access and own land had been violated, they engaged in collective action, including illegal land use. Longley 
(2021) stated that when income was insufficient to maintain a standard of living that included food and 
shelter, absolute deprivation or absolute poverty developed. The theory assisted in explaining why people 
engaged in illegal land occupation. In South Africa, many people struggled with poverty, unemployment, 
and a lack of accessible housing (Marutlulle, 2021; Gumbo et al., 2022). According to this theory, 
individuals felt a sense of relative deprivation about their access to land, especially if they believed that land 
was being unfairly allotted to others or was being withheld from them. 
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Furthermore, Ted Robert Gurr’s 1970 book, Why Men Rebel, explored the relationship between relative 
deprivation and political violence. Moreover, the author argued that the frustration-aggression mechanism, 
triggered by a sense of relative deprivation, was a major contributor to the human tendency for violence (De 
Kock, 2021). Although not all individuals or groups experiencing relative deprivation engaged in violent 
acts, Gurr maintained that the longer they endured such frustration, the more likely it was that their anger 
would escalate into violence (Walker et al., 1984). 

The relative deprivation hypothesis also shed light on why urban areas were frequently the scene of illegal 
land uses (Zulu, 2020). The demand for housing increased because of urbanisation, but many people could 
not afford the high price of formal housing. People felt relatively deprived because they believed they were 
entitled to decent housing but could not obtain it (Pillay, 2020). Overall, the relative deprivation theory 
contended that to combat illegal land use effectively in South Africa, it was necessary to address the root 
causes of relative deprivation, such as poverty, inequality, and the lack of affordable housing. It might have 
been possible to lessen illegal land use and encourage a more equitable and sustainable land use method in 
South Africa by addressing these issues. 

4 METHODOLOGY 

Employing a mixed-methods approach, the research synthesizes insights from 270 respondents, including 
municipal employees, supplemented by primary data from comprehensive surveys and community 
observations. The questionnaires were administered to members of the public who were residents of Louis 
Trichardt. The researcher utilized Ward's proportional representation to select the respondents. The 
distribution of the questionnaires was outlined in Table 1:  

Total Population no. Households no. NQD % distributed NQR % returned 
Ward 21 
Louis Trichardt 
Town  

25 360 7 129 379 100% 270 71.2% 

Table 1: Questionnaire administration. Sources: Author’s Field Data 2023 SA census (2016). Key: NQD = Number of questionnaires 
distributed, NQR = Number of questionnaires returned. 

Table 1 showed that 379 questionnaires were distributed based on population proportions. Only 71.2% of 
those questionnaires were returned. The appropriate number was determined using the Raosoft sample size 
calculator online with a margin of error of 5%, a confidence level of 95%, and a response distribution of 50% 
results. 

Purposive sampling was utilized to select key informants. According to Nikolopoulou (2022), this sampling 
was frequently employed in qualitative and mixed methods research. Seven of the key informants  
interviewed, were, the Town Planner (processing land use applications and approvals), Geographic 
Information System (GIS) Officer, GIS Specialist (responsible for capturing and updating all spatial data), 
EIA Officer (assessment of environmental impacts and authorizations), Town Planner (assess and authorize 
land uses and issues approvals), Senior Property Administrator (who dealt with municipal land acquisition 
processes), and Senior Administrative Officer: Valuations (deals with valuation and appraisal of properties 
land values).  

5 FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Understanding the varying length of residency within the municipality was crucial in comprehending the 
perspectives and experiences that informed residents' responses to questions about illegal land use, its 
consequences, and potential solutions. This diversity in residency duration contributed to a comprehensive 
analysis of the local community's viewpoints and needs. Figure 1 depicted the years respondents had stayed 
in Louis Trichardt town. 

A significant factor influencing residents' viewpoints regarding various aspects of Louis Trichardt, Makhado 
Local Municipality was the duration of their residency within the region. The data collected from the 
respondents revealed a diverse distribution in terms of residency duration, shedding light on the distinct 
experiences and perspectives of the population. Approximately 11% of the respondents had reported having 
resided in Louis Trichardt for less than a year. Being relatively new to the area, these individuals might have 
had a fresh and perhaps less informed perspective on land use and community dynamics issues. Around 17% 
of the respondents had a residency duration spanning one to five years. This group likely had a somewhat 
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intermediate familiarity with the municipality, potentially having witnessed changes and developments 
during their time in Louis Trichardt. The largest cohort, constituting roughly 32% of the respondents, had 
resided in the area for six to ten years. This population segment likely possessed a more established 
understanding of the municipality's dynamics and may have witnessed significant changes over their 
prolonged residency. Finally, 40% of the respondents had been residing in Louis Trichardt for more than ten 
years. This group, characterized by long-standing residency, was expected to bring a wealth of experience 
and in-depth knowledge of the region's history and evolution. 

 

Figure 1: Residency duration. Source: Author’s construct/field data (2023) 

Awareness of Illegal Land Use in the Vicinity: Perceptions and Observations of Respondents 

A substantial majority, comprising approximately 240 respondents, demonstrated a keen awareness of illegal 
land use. They acknowledged the presence of such issues and offered notable insights into specific instances. 
Examples of their observations included cases of unauthorized land occupation in residential areas, where 
individuals had erected structures or established dwellings without following the proper legal procedures. In 
some instances, respondents pointed to land zoned for specific purposes, such as residential or commercial 
use, being utilized for purposes that did not align with the designated zoning. These observations reflected a 
community acutely attuned to the realities of illegal land use, directly impacting their neighborhoods and the 
broader community. The respondents' ability to identify and provide examples of such instances underscored 
the significance of addressing this issue to ensure compliance with land use regulations and preserve 
community well-being. Moreover, key informants “also identified instances of illegal land use, such as 
unauthorized occupation of residential areas and illegal building conversions’’. 

Social and Economic Implications of Illegal Land Uses: Insights from Respondents 

Respondents' opinions on the social and economic consequences of illegal land use varied. Many (about 
72%) expressed concerns about newcomers (less than one year) who might have been unintentionally 
unaware of zoning regulations. The high demand for housing prompted some residents to occupy land 
without following proper procedures, resulting in resource and infrastructure strain. Economic hardships and 
the lack of affordable housing could have driven individuals to engage in illegal land use for survival. 
Similarly, the study conducted by Mutero and Makwara (2018) revealed that the impetus for illegal land 
occupation was propelled by the absence of government support in furnishing accommodation for 
trespassers. Key informants “highlighted the socio-economic consequences of such activities, including 
reduced property values, increased crime, and potential loss of government revenue’’. Additionally, some 
individuals resorted to illicit land occupation to compel the government to provide them with housing. 
Furthermore, it was observed that individuals engaging in unauthorized land occupation experienced 
property loss during an eviction, and the use of force during eviction was identified as a deterrent against 
subsequent land invasions. In areas with limited access to formal economic activities, joblessness might have 
made illegal land use seem like a viable alternative. A common thread in their narratives was the belief that 
the municipality's inadequacy in addressing housing needs might have motivated some to resort to illegal 
land use. 

Perceptions of Ecological Impact: Respondents' Views on Illegal Land Use and the Environment 



Ambani Tolbert Ludere, Thulisile Ncamsile Mphambukeli 

REAL CORP 2025 Proceedings/Tagungsband 
14-16 April 2025 – https://www.corp.at 

Editors: M. Schrenk, T. Popovich, P. Zeile, P. Elisei, C. Beyer, J. Ryser,
U. Trattnig 
 

511 
  
 

Respondents generally expressed concerns about the ecological impact of illegal land use. They believed that 
unauthorized land occupation could lead to deforestation, causing harm to the local ecosystem. In support of 
this, key informants stated that “ The ecological impact included environmental degradation such as land, 
water, and air pollution, deforestation, and habitat disruption. The municipality's measures to address these 
issues involved inspections, meetings, contravention letters, warnings, and formal settlement 
implementation.” Issues like improper waste disposal and sanitation in informal settlements were mentioned 
as factors that could have resulted in the pollution of natural resources, particularly rivers. Land degradation 
and soil pollution might have resulted from unauthorized activities. The strain on resources due to illegal 
land use further exacerbated environmental issues. According to Troisi (2022), illegal land use was a 
noteworthy environmental concern progressively garnering attention. 

Impact of Illegal Land Use: Personal Experiences and Community Effects 

A significant portion of respondents, roughly 220 out of 270, reported experiencing or observing adverse 
effects of illegal land use on their community. They mentioned increased congestion and overcrowding in 
their neighborhoods, which made it challenging to access essential services. Additionally, there was a 
perceived increase in crime rates in areas with illegal land use, affecting safety and overall quality of life. 
According to the Makhado IDP, 2022/23, illegal land use was identified as one of the top issues concerning 
safety and security. The third most frequently reported offenses included property-related crimes such as 
burglary, stock theft, and similar incidents. Numerous police stations and satellite stations served the study 
area. Notably, the Makhado police station recorded the highest number of reported crimes, totaling 1,736 
cases. Respondents’ narratives highlighted a range of consequences, encompassing both tangible and 
perceived impacts. 

Regarding increased congestion and overcrowding, respondents expressed concerns about the palpable 
effects of illegal land use on their immediate surroundings. They described scenarios where unauthorized 
land occupation had led to increased congestion and overcrowding in their neighborhoods. The proliferation 
of informal settlements and structures in areas not designated for housing notably altered the landscape. This, 
in turn, made it challenging for residents to navigate their local environments and added strain to the existing 
infrastructure. 

Several respondents highlighted difficulties in accessing essential services in areas of illegal land use. These 
areas often lacked adequate infrastructure, such as roads, sewage systems, and waste management. This 
resulted in challenges related to waste disposal, safe sanitation, and accessibility to healthcare facilities. 
Residents in such areas confronted daily obstacles in securing basic services that many others might have 
taken for granted. 

In tandem with the physical transformations brought about by illegal land use, there was a noticeable 
perceived increase in crime rates in areas with unauthorized land occupation. Respondents pointed to a 
correlation between the expansion of informal settlements and increased criminal activities within their 
communities. Examples included theft, vandalism, and general unrest in neighborhoods affected by illegal 
land use. These observations contributed to a growing sense of insecurity and compromised residents' overall 
quality of life. 

Key informants within the community echoed these sentiments, emphasizing the importance of addressing 
the adverse effects of illegal land use. They highlighted the need for enhanced security measures, improved 
infrastructure development, and efforts to mitigate the negative consequences on community well-being. As 
articulated by respondents and key informants, the impact of illegal land use underscored the urgency of 
addressing this issue to safeguard the community's quality of life and safety. 

Municipal Initiatives to Address Illegal Land Use: Community Awareness and Participation 

Unfortunately, the majority of respondents, approximately 210 out of 270, were unaware of any initiatives or 
programs the municipality undertook to address illegal land use. This indicated a potential lack of public 
awareness or engagement on the part of the municipality in this regard. Respondents who indicated their lack 
of awareness suggested that the municipality might not have effectively communicated its initiatives to 
combat illegal land use. This raised concerns about the need for improved dissemination of information to 
the public. In their view, the community should have been better informed about the steps local authorities 
had taken to address this pressing issue. 
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The absence of public knowledge also underscored missed opportunities for community engagement. 
Respondents noted that had they been aware of municipal programs, they might have been more inclined to 
participate actively in initiatives to curb illegal land use. They felt the lack of information had hindered their 
ability to contribute to the solution. Masenya and Kgobe (2023) argued that land use planning within the 
municipality held significant implications, particularly in addressing challenges related to human settlement, 
promoting citizen participation in determining needs and objectives, and rectifying historical spatial 
inequalities resulting from apartheid spatial planning. Consequently, despite its importance, the 
implementation of land use planning had encountered various hurdles, such as insufficient collaboration in 
areas governed by traditional authorities, illicit land occupation, and political interference. In essence, the 
study posited that achieving spatial justice and rectifying past imbalances in South Africa hinged on effective 
integration and coordination of land use planning. However, it highlighted persistent discontent within 
communities regarding their level of engagement. Despite the overall success of many municipalities in 
fostering citizen participation, an outstanding backlog in civic interaction existed due to unethical practices, 
financial constraints, a lack of capacity, and misguided targeting. 

Key informants echoed these concerns, emphasizing that community involvement was vital in tackling 
illegal land use effectively. Furthermore, Enaifoghe and Adetiba (2018) uncovered that within most local 
municipalities, community involvement in decision-making had not been effectively executed. They 
suggested that the municipality prioritize public awareness campaigns and engage with local residents to 
encourage active participation. Key informants also highlighted the need for more transparent 
communication from the municipality regarding its initiatives, fostering a sense of shared responsibility in 
addressing this critical issue. Moreover, respondents believed that community members could play a pivotal 
role in preventing and reporting illegal land use. They suggested raising awareness within the community 
about the legal procedures for land use, encouraging residents to report illegal land use to the authorities, and 
promoting community engagement and neighborhood watch programs to deter illegal activities. 

Community-Driven Solutions: Recommendations to Address Socio-Economic and Ecological Impact 

The respondents, cognizant of the challenges posed by illegal land use, offered a spectrum of community-
driven solutions to address its socio-economic and ecological impacts in Louis Trichardt, Makhado Local 
Municipality. These recommendations were rooted in their collective understanding of the problem and their 
aspirations for a better future. 

A common suggestion from respondents was the need for comprehensive municipal awareness campaigns. 
They believed these campaigns could be pivotal in educating residents about legal land use and the 
importance of adhering to zoning regulations. By enhancing public understanding, the community 
anticipated a reduction in illegal land use. Chen et al. (2021) explored the notion that increasing the policing 
and robustness of land law enforcement contributed to a decrease in the occurrence of illegal land use cases. 
However, they speculated that this increase in enforcement measures might have prompted offenders to 
engage in more severe violations out of desperation, thereby increasing the overall degree of illegal land use. 
In contrast, reducing the difficulty of enforcing land law was associated with significantly reducing the 
extent of illegal land use. 

Furthermore, respondents emphasized the significance of improving access to affordable housing options. 
According to Yongyang et al. (2018), such informality was a reaction to dysfunctional land institutions, 
particularly the prohibitively high costs of obtaining land property rights in many developing countries. 
Mennen (2016) stated that land tenure informality remained one of the most prevalent occurrences, with 
nearly 75% of the world's population lacking access to formal procedures for registering and safeguarding 
their property rights. Hence, respondents believed that one of the driving factors behind illegal land use was 
the lack of accessible and affordable housing. By creating more opportunities for residents to secure suitable 
housing, they aimed to mitigate the socio-economic consequences of illegal land use. 

Respondents identified the critical role of law enforcement in preventing and addressing illegal land use. 
They stressed the need for stronger enforcement of land use regulations to act as a deterrent and ensure 
compliance. An effective legal framework would curb illegal activities and contribute to community safety. 
The community, aware of its collective potential, proposed community-driven initiatives to address the 
housing and economic challenges that could lead to illegal land use. Examples included forming 
neighborhood watch programs to enhance security and community projects to provide affordable housing 
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solutions. Respondents recognized the importance of sustainable land use planning to mitigate the ecological 
impact of illegal land use. They suggested that comprehensive planning would help allocate land for various 
purposes, reducing the strain on natural resources and preventing ecological degradation. The community's 
ecological concerns led to recommendations for conservation efforts. Respondents were keen on initiatives 
to protect the local environment from degradation. Examples included reforestation programs, waste 
management solutions, and campaigns to promote responsible land use. 

Key informants echoed the community's recommendations, emphasizing the need for community 
involvement and active participation in implementing these solutions. They highlighted the role of local 
governance in initiating and supporting these efforts. Additionally, key informants stressed the importance of 
public-private partnerships to facilitate the creation of affordable housing options. 

In summary, the recommendations put forward by the community, coupled with the insights of key 
informants, highlighted a collaborative and multifaceted approach to addressing the socio-economic and 
ecological impact of illegal land use. These solutions reflected the community's resilience and commitment 
to building a more sustainable and secure future for Louis Trichardt, Makhado Local Municipality. 

Municipal Respondents Regarding Illegal Land Use 

The following sections presented, analyzed, and interpreted the data collected from municipal respondents 
regarding illegal land use in Louis Trichardt, Makhado Local Municipality. The survey encompassed various 
aspects, including the roles of municipal employees, instances of illegal land use, socio-economic 
consequences, ecological impacts, measures taken to address illegal land use, the effectiveness of these 
measures, challenges encountered, support and resources required, the role of public awareness, and policy 
recommendations. 

Theme 1: Human Settlement 

Illegal land use affected the availability of adequate housing in the municipality, as unauthorized occupation 
reduced the land available for residential purposes. The strain on basic services like water, electricity, and 
sanitation also led to service disruptions in illegal settlements. Informal land use contributed to 
overcrowding, straining existing infrastructure. Residents perceived these informal settlements as congested 
and lacking resources compared to formal housing. The lack of legal land tenure in these areas further led to 
criminal activities and instability. According to the UN-Habitat 2021 report, "Shelter served as the 
foundation for personal and familial stability and security. It stood at the core of our social, emotional, and 
economic experiences, a sanctuary providing a haven for individuals and families to live in tranquility, 
safety, and respect." Hence, housing played a crucial role in achieving sustainable urbanization, acting as a 
catalyst for development, peace, and enhanced living standards for everyone. 

Theme 2: Informality 

Informal land use disrupted the legal and regulatory framework governing land ownership and development, 
leading to delays in development and a lack of compliance with legal procedures and municipal by-laws. It 
also affected the formal land market by lowering property values in the vicinity. The informal economy 
associated with illegal land use might have increased the local economy due to population growth but could 
have resulted in competition and unsafe working conditions. The provision of public services in informal 
settlements was often inadequate, affecting healthcare and infrastructure. Moreover, social exclusion was a 
concern as it could have led to limited access to services and higher crime rates. 

Theme 3: Access to Economic Activities 

Illegal land use negatively affected residents' access to formal economic activities and employment 
opportunities, as businesses avoided informal areas, leading to economic instability for residents. The 
informal economy associated with illegal land use might have stimulated the local economy but often 
operated under unsafe conditions. The lack of legal land tenure might have made formal businesses less 
attractive, potentially hindering economic growth. Additionally, illegal land uses affected land available for 
agricultural and productive activities, increasing poverty levels due to limited opportunities. 

Illegal land use not only hampered residents' access to formal economic activities and employment 
opportunities but also introduced a range of challenges that rippled through various aspects of community 
life. The reluctance of businesses to establish themselves in informal areas, driven by uncertainties related to 
illegal land use, not only caused economic instability but also perpetuated a cycle of limited growth and 
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opportunity for local residents. The informal economy associated with illegal land use, while contributing to 
local economic stimulation, often operated under unsafe conditions, posing risks to the well-being of those 
involved. 

Moreover, the absence of legal land tenure could have diminished the attractiveness of formal businesses, 
potentially acting as a deterrent to investment and impeding overall economic growth. The resulting 
economic disparities might have exacerbated existing social inequalities, affecting the overall prosperity of 
the community. Beyond the urban landscape, illegal land uses also encroached upon land designated for 
agricultural and productive activities. This encroachment limited the available space for cultivation and 
production, subsequently increasing poverty levels by restricting opportunities for sustainable livelihoods. 
The intricate web of challenges stemming from illegal land use highlighted the need for comprehensive 
strategies that addressed the immediate issues and contributed to sustainable economic development, social 
equity, and improved living conditions for affected communities. 

Theme 4: Land Uses 

Illegal land uses had a negative impact on the availability and conservation of natural resources, including 
land, water, air pollution, deforestation, and habitat disruption. Unauthorized land occupation disrupted land 
use planning and urban development initiatives, hindering the implementation of sustainable practices. Such 
informal land use also contributed to environmental degradation and loss of biodiversity. Residents stressed 
the importance of fairness and transparency in land resource management. Furthermore, the lack of legal 
land tenure might have led to land disputes and hindered the implementation of sustainable land use practices 
in the area. 

These responses shed light on the multifaceted challenges and consequences of illegal land use within Louis 
Trichardt, Makhado Local Municipality. The insights provided by municipal employees offered a 
comprehensive understanding of the issues at hand and served as a basis for potential policy development 
and community engagement initiatives to address these challenges. 

6 CONCLUSION 

The study on illegal land use in Louis Trichardt, Makhado Local Municipality, provides valuable insights 
into the challenges and potential solutions regarding this multifaceted issue. The community's awareness, 
concerns, and recommendations, combined with municipal perspectives, emphasize the need for 
collaboration, community engagement, and effective policy measures. By implementing the recommended 
strategies and addressing the identified weaknesses, Louis Trichardt can move towards a more sustainable 
and secure future while ensuring the well-being of its residents and protecting its environment. The findings 
highlight the economic, social, and environmental consequences of illegal land use, reflecting similar 
impacts observed in the Lwandle informal settlement in Cape Town. The study also draws parallels with 
international cases, such as the ongoing struggles with illegal land use and evictions in South Africa and the 
exploitation of indigenous lands in Brazil. 

The community's awareness, concerns, and recommendations, combined with municipal perspectives, 
underscore the need for collaboration, community engagement, and effective policy measures. Addressing 
illegal land use requires a multifaceted approach that includes strengthening municipal resources, enhancing 
public awareness, and improving access to affordable housing. The study underlines the importance of a 
coordinated effort involving government, civil society, and affected communities to effectively address 
illegal land use and its repercussions. This approach not only tackles immediate challenges but also 
contributes to long-term sustainable urban development. 
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