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1 ABSTRACT

The social and urban landscape in Johannesburgdsas profoundly influenced by its’ legacy of colani
and apartheid rule. Apartheid legislation such tes Group Areas Act of 1950 significantly embodied
apartheid at an urban scale as it segregated dicdgheocial space on the basis of racial clasgific where
large numbers of people classified as native (ederred to as African, bantu or black), Indian Asian)
and coloured were relocated to planned settlenterttse periphery of cities and leaving the inngy eind
many areas to the north, east and west as whiiderg®l zones. The demise of apartheid and its
administration in 1994 has resulted in Johanneskhggoming more racially integrated over time.
Conversely, the democratic era has also been assdavith a change in the class structure in theiry, in
particular, the growth of the black middle claskefe is no longer always a direct relationship leetwrace
and income which means that black, Indian and cetbpeople are able to live in former white aread a
neighbourhoods. Given the rise of crime and viateimcthe city, residential gated communities hagerb
seen as the common housing option for middle- applemrclass social groups of the country. These
developments were initially proliferated by mainlyhite groups in society, however changes in class
dynamics in the country have resulted in growthtted black middle class living within these spaces,
therefore creating racially integrated residengiatkets in the city. The lived experiences of tiack
middle class within these spaces, remains undeareBed. The study employs a qualitative thematic
exploration through the use of in-depth interviemith a group of black middle-class residents regjdin

two South African residential gated communitiedamannesburg to unpack the politics of belonginth¢o
community and the pressures and complexities afdglting and how that impacts identity formatiamda
self-realisation. The interview data indicated tiegjative impacts of stereotype threat as blackieess live
with the historical legacy of being viewed as prain inferior race. The findings outline variousategies
that black residents employ to reaffirm their belog to the community. Furthermore, the results/gle a
multi-layered analysis of race, identity, differenspace and place in a post-apartheid urban geftime
study makes recommendation for the decolonisatioprivatised residential communities to create more
inclusive and cohesive communities.

Keywords: South Africa, class, social change, biadkdle class, belonging

2 INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXTUALISATION

A central focus of the apartheid state was to cémaial segregation and limit social interactiaetvizeen
racial groups whilst discriminating against nont&hgroups of society in all spheres - politicalgiaband
economic (Lemon, 2021). The Group Areas Act of 18Mificantly embodied apartheid at an urban scale
as it segregated and policed social space by ‘clinty the use, occupation, and ownership of land a
buildings on a racial basis, and emphasised sepaesidential areas, educational services, andr othe
amenities for the different race groups” (Maha28j20:43). Furthermore, it was devoted to imposimgtio|

of inter-racial property transactions and occupatidth the aim of establishing areas that are eshohly
occupied by each racial group (Southall,2022). €hecesses of controlling the movement and living
spaces of Black, Coloured and Indian race groupgertered “mercilessly divided” cities (Seekings,
2000:832) and fragmented racially integrated nesghboods in different parts of the country. such as
Sophiatown in Johannesburg (see Lodge, 1983); Katwr in Durban (see Maharaj, 1994) and Distrigt Si
in Cape Town (see Hart, 1988 and Western, 19965 has resulted in a unique and prominent spatial
impact on South Africa’s current landscape (Singth @wan Eeden, 2017).

The demise of apartheid in 1994, represented a fitmehange and opportunity, as this transitionadigu
saw a change in the class structure of the countoye particularly the growth of the black middlass
(Ballard, 2015). The expansion of the black middéess in the post-apartheid era has been largeilyuaed
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to the enactment of legislation transforming theig@conomic and political landscape and the adapuif
affirmative action and black economic empowermentdaddress inequalities resulting from the colonia
rule (Khunou, 2015). Furthermore, the de-racidlisatf public and private spheres of society sush a
government, education, the workplace also resultedacially mixed social spaces and higher upward
mobility of historically designated black groupsarthe middle class (Southall,2022). This upwarditity

and new found freedom provided by the democratic aso had significant implications for residential
desegregation and diversity as some black middissdiook the opportunity to move from the townships
suburbia or former white suburbs — the locus oftevhpwer, privilege and status (Ndlovu, 2020; Ddeah,

et al 2013).

This trend is also apparent in contemporary devetoys, residential gated communities which are
privatised physical locations whose access isicgstk by walls, fences, gates or booms that dethehn
communities from their surrounds (Liu and Song, 7J0Ballard (2005:2) opines that these developments
were initially conceived by the white populationcagnfort zones in the post-apartheid era “in otdereate
living environments which would facilitate their o@rn, European, sense of themselves” that haslbsen
as a result of democracy and integration. Whilsehgere initially conceptualised as white spackanges

in class dynamics in the country have resultedawth of the black middle class living within theggaces.
therefore creating racially diverse pockets in ¢t which still remains largely segregated. Whigsearch

on the black middle class in South African citisscurrently on the rise, there remains a gap énditre
pertaining to how the black middle-class experiesmgebelonging to contemporary suburbia and weseth
experiences tell us about social change. The nigectve of the study is to address this gap byacking

the politics of belonging by the black middle classesidential gated communities in Johannesbubgibs
and the pressures and complexities of gated ligimdy how this intersects with black identity formatiand
self-realisation in the post-apartheid era.

3 LITERATURE REVIEW

3.1 Conceptualising the black middle class in South Afca

The concept of class has been extensively theomsedcial sciences and literature has largely $eduon
class analysis in western societies. Mercer andanski (2020) indicate that in Europe and Americaust
(income and education) is considered a primarycatdr of class rather than income but. given thediine
and status interconnect, they reveal roughly timeespopulation group. However, Lentz (2017) shows ho
the inverse is true in the global South, as emghaisiincome-based class measures is largely adidor
ignoring the lived experiences of being middle-slaBlistorically, Nduna, (2017) highlights that das
originated from the industrial revolution in Britaiwhere it was constructed as a social stratum with
members falling within a lower, middle and uppexssl. While the lower class refers to the groupaiety
that occupy the lowest socioeconomic position ackehhe least money, the upper class refers thigfinest
socio-economic members of society who are alsmitreers of the means of productions, distributiod an
institutions that enable them to maintain this lexfeeconomic control (ibid). The middle class twe tother
hand has been defined and described in various veawdting in what Lents (2017:18) terms a ‘conaapt
quagmire’.

While there is no global consensus on the defimitdd the middle class, Mercer and Lemanski (2020)
indicate that the dominant definitions of the madlass in the global South have been establisheatido
International Labour Organisation and the AfricagvBlopment Bank where the term is broadly defined a
households with a daily per capita consumption 8%4 to US$13. While these quantitative measures of
class are useful, Melber (2017: 2) opines that ttayoften be misleading as they suggest thatyewer not
starving is middle-class’. Other academics haveuded their definitions of the middle class on
homeownership (Krige, 2015), standard of living kdtho and Anderson,2010), credit worthiness (James,
2015) and political attitudes and position (Sout@@b4). From these broad themes derived on how the
middle class is defined, one is able to see treatwlo main indicators of the middle class namghyealth

and ii) status.

In the Global South, the rise of the “new” blackddie class has become a topic of public and sdiolar
interest (de Coninck, 2018). Black in this contesfers to previously disadvantaged groups of spciet
formerly referred to bantu and what the BBBEE rédeas African (Nduna, 2017). Visagie (2013) nadted
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the metrics used to identify class in South Afrisaoccupation, per capita household income, income
measures based on lifestyle, and status. Therdaf@derms “black” and “middle class” are mergedatan

the “black middle class” to refer to the groupssotiety who were previously disadvantaged and ave n
liberated to have access to better lifestyle aatlist Furthermore, Simpson (2008) explains thatgroup is
also characterised by individuals engaging in wbdkar professional jobs given their higher levels
education and skills.

The black middle class in South Africa, is partaty unique due to the intersection of class ame given
the country’s history of apartheid that stunted gh@ewvth and potential of the African middle classulting

in a polarised and highly unequal country (Zizzamizal., 2016). Meanwhile white privilege and tlac
deprivation were normalised by colonisation andriuedéd, black upward mobility inverts apartheid’s
intended social hierarchy (Ballard, 2015). In fahe nickname adopted by media to refer to thisigneas
“black diamonds” suggesting that their emergencs emnsidered rare and unusual. However, this ghasp
since experienced considerable growth since theoEagartheid. This can be seen in the table bélased
on a report released by Unilever in 2016 that iaigid that there were approximately 5.81 millionckla
middle-class individuals in South Africa (Businessfi, 2016).

Year Number in Millions
2004 1.74
2008 2.67
2012 4.22
2014 5.33
2016 5.61

Table 1: Black Middle Class in South Africa 2004 180 Source: BusinessTech, (2016)

One of the challenges in literature concerning hkeck middle class is that in some instances, icerta
individuals have a challenge with self-identifyiag a black middle-class individual resulting in @arer-
reliance on statistical data in capturing the blawkldle-class experience. Khunou and Krige (2013)
highlight that in South Africa there is an overliaprace, class, gender and life trajectories wisich key
determinants of whether an individual self-ideesfias being black and middle class or not. Thethdur
suggest that racial economic differences, whitedheidlass exclusionary practices, and the resistanc
“market labels” had an impact on whether the teras wonsidered acceptable to them or not. Studidgin
UK and USA also found that self-identifying and ufliel class is a complex process and has been niet wit
contestations from black people for various reas@aylor and Williams, 2011; Rollock et al., 2011;
Thomas, 2015). This indicates that there is algtial single way to be considered black and midtiss.

3.2 Race, class and belonging in Johannesburg: from rigential segregation to integration

The City of Johannesburg is often termed a duglgiiten its high levels of inequality. A key cotutwitor to

this inequality is the legacy of apartheid plannivitich legitimised exclusionary practices throulga tise of
artificial and unnatural growth patterns that ledthe manifestation of a fragmented urban form outs

African cities (Harrison & Williamson, 2001). Dugrthe high apartheid era (1948-1978), buffer zaueh

as highways, railway lines, open spaces and sdmstuvere used to cement racial and spatial digsion
South African cities (Spocter, 2021). The Groupasréct (Act 41 of 1950) was one of the key instratae
that were used to reinforce this apartheid ideolkmog gave rise to the apartheid spatial form degiat the

Fig. 1.

The figure below presents the widely cited spatiatel of the apartheid city which was developedhyis
(1981) that indicates the spatial implementationtref group areas principles. The description & th
apartheid city model is well captured by Lemankkndman and Durington (2008:141):

“The city was exclusively White, with blacks corsidd ‘temporary sojourners’. Black Africans, Coleds
and Indians were forced to settle in or were rekut#o ‘townships’ on the urban periphery. The fépeid]
government produced rows of identical (‘matchbdrduses in these dormitory areas, rarely accompényied
adequate engineering services, social infrastreciuparks and open spaces.”

The apartheid city was systematised in such a watyrton-white areas were denuded of facilitiesgadee
basic services, and employment opportunities. Nbites could only enter “white group areas” as wogke
servants, or consumers and passed laws were impledhas a form of social control and to regulate th
level of access allowed by these groups in sodiiyrris,2004). The Group Areas Act (Act 41 of 1950)
dismantled racially integrated spaces in Johanmgsfuch as Sophia town and uprooted people and thei
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families from their homes to poorly built and underviced townships (Maharaj, 2020). In 1994 when t
country gained democracy, there were a number asfstormations that impacted on the socio-spatial
structure of the city. For instance, while affluéotmer white only suburbs, for the most part, iretd their
privileged socio-spatial and economic status ay #wgerienced massive investments in infrastructure
developments post-1994 such as new residentiad aresls, and commercial complexes etc. Butche21p0
notes that residential de-racialisation throughhsomarket force developments from the early 19904 ha
been key drivers of the social geography in Johstourg. These spaces also saw changes in their
demographics as the demise of the Group Areasmtother influx control laws resulted in greaterifioy

and residential desegregation for people of col®bey were no longer bound by their “racial zonasd

had greater choice of their residential locatiopo@er, 2021). This led to the movement of blackdig-
upper-classes to formerly white only residentiglaar (Donaldson, et al, 2013). Ballard (2005) erplthat

the acceptance of other ‘races’ into these formgitenareas was however conditional and the bladdli
class found themselves needing to assimilate amagbtaid the culture, norms and standards that were
practised by the ‘host’ white group.

BANTUSTAN

T oD ame

% Industrial £ Frea trade area 1 iéwpg:f;“m"
RESIDENTIAL AREAS

W white A African 1 indian C coloured
T Township s Hostel E’c“”“{”’“"‘? 8.5 squatting

Sacio-sconomic status: W High M Middie L tow

Domestic servant quarters not shown

Fig. 1: Apartheid City Model. Source Davies (1981)

One of the core objectives of the democratic gavemt has also been to integrate communities to thelo
spatial injustices of apartheid. Seekings (200®)ared that integration in the post-apartheidilgrtg place
mainly in state-driven low-income projects, apamiri@ocks or voluntary integration in new privatulsing
areas. Similarly, residential gated communitiesshia@come a key characteristic of the post-apartheidrb
and while they were initially conceptualised as kawnly for the white elite in society, they too atarting
to become diverse and racially integrated (Balldahes and Ngwenya, 2021). This indicated the fiaten
for these spaces to promote integration in the amty also serve as vessels which are semi-opeersood
interaction between different social groups and momities (Salcedo and Torres, 2004). Not only dbes
produce new communities but also platforms for fiewms of conflicts and politics of belonging in thity.
The concept of belonging has recently emergeda@iieal issue confronting contemporary society i
Davis, 2015). Due to the multidimensional naturéhe concept and its application in various fie{dsy.
politics, sociology and psychology) it is problemally broad and this also means that finding aglsin
definition for the concept proves to be challengidgang and Zakariya, (2015) highlight that the aspt is
also used interchangeably with the concepts othass and sense of place and is generally undérasoa
human need that promotes a relationship, abilitghtape identity, recognition, acceptance and atiaoh
with someone or something. This definition of beloy is best suited in the context of the studyhiait it
draws on the consciousness around a person’sorgatp to a community and facilitate an individeal
collective ability to gauge how and why one diffémsm others. Here, one is able to assess how ltdwk b
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middle class navigate difference in their individaad collective ability and how this impacts oreith
belonging in the community. Khaile, Roman and Dav\@020) explain that belonging has various social
benefits. Not only is it closely linked to sociabhesion but it elevates social relations, recognitnd
attachment that can assist in “developing a viewraself to space and others and having the atmlityaim

or resist exclusion” (ibid,2020:60). They also eipl that belonging is a necessary imperative and
requirement of nation building (ibid, 2020). Thiasvalso evident in the South African Cities NetwaBort
that explained that “all citizens must have a saideelonging spatially, socio-culturally and econcally

to our cities and cities were expected to enhahesense of belonging through making and managing
spaces and places that people can identify stromglyand frequent freely, without fear of intimigan or
being unwelcomed — this is the way of the inclugiig’ (2016:127).

4 METHODOLOGY

The research forms part of the findings of a larD study concerning social interactions within
residential gated communities in Johannesburgerptist-apartheid era. By critically focusing on lived
experiences of residents of gated communities stiidy adopts a phenomenological approach to utashers
black middle class resident’s perceptions and égpees of belonging in a residential gated commyurit

its most basic, phenomenology can be defined dapproach to research that seeks to describe Hemes
of a phenomenon by exploring it from the perspectif/those who have experienced it” (Neubauer, dyitk
and Varpio, 2019:91). The research is designed qsalitative study. This approach is best suitadtlie
study as it enables the researcher to delve imtdibd experiences of individuals, exploring cierfaelings
and emotions that are difficult to quantify (Cre#y2007). It employed in-depth semi structured imiews
with eight black middle-class residents residingvio residential gated communities in Greenstorlg Hi
Johannesburg and sampled using purposive and shaapapling techniques. The locality of these two
residential gated communities that were the foduberstudy are depicted in the figure below (skiddeed
and yellow).

Gated
Communities
that are the
focus of this
Study

# |Legend

Pebble Creek Residential

- = { Bushwillow Park Estate
. m Greenstone Hill

Surrounding Activities
% Shopping Complex
* Business

* Greenstane Mall

"5,:”% Office Park

Fig. 2: Residential gated communities’ locality

Greenstone Hill is a predominantly residential sbdocated in the north-east of the City of Johabueg
within Region E. Although the history of this residial suburb is not well documented, it is relelyvnew

and was initially a green field belt which transfad into the spatial expressions of privately drivity
building. The area is commonly referred to as Gsemre and is made up of secured business parks,
warehouse complexes, shopping malls, townhouse leaag and gated residential communities with free-
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standing houses. Property24 (2021) reported tleaptbperty prices for sectional title schemes amuakas
sold in the area ranged between R1 592 500 - R3@B0n 2020/2021. The majority of the buyers,egsl|
and owners fall within an age group range betweer 49 years which means the area is a relativayng
area.

5 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Neighbourly relations in the post-apartheid eralenth complex and fragile. This is especially thsecgiven
the countries legacy of segregation where socigingiof different races and ethnicities were almuom-
existent just twenty-eight years ago and the kndgdeand familiarity on these lines are still weakl at
times often based on the experiences of someore Hiss is partly due to the persistence of mormiata
mono-ethnic, and mono-cultural neighbourhoods thatinue to define the socio-spatial dynamics 6ési
Racial integration processes and urban transfoomststemming from desegregation in the post-apdrthe
era brought with it feelings of uneasiness and uagy. Whilst the discussions in the literatuegiew have
shown how residential gated communities providefqlas for diverse everyday entanglements (of race,
class, gender, nationalities, cultures etc.), thther” is still unfamiliar and is filled with potéally
misleading images resulting in heightened intergrsacial anxieties and reduced sense of belonding.
discussions below present the key findings of thdysbased on the results of the data emanatimg fhe
interviews.

5.1 Self-identifying as black and middle class

A widespread notion in literature as well as in thegans and images of advertisements relatingatedg
communities is the presentation of spaces thatigeeoan exclusive lifestyle and private environmgtdrid
and Ahmed, 2018). An observation that was madenduitie collection of the data was that most of the
residents self-identified as being black and middiss and this was mainly driven by their level of
education, prosperity in their jobs and their &pito afford the lifestyle that a residential gatminmunity
provides. There was a general sense from the iatesvthat the pride of residing in a gated comnyunit
coincided with status, wealth and class.

“Living in a gated community has that status tdght...as well as a better life for your family. legv up in
the rural side of Limpopo, Ga-Marishane to be meeind living here and the life | grew up in is pbetely
different and yes it does give you that sense ybathave made it, that you are taking up spacehsitis
really just the start...ultimately I'd like to build home in Dainfern or Serengethi which providesemor
space.”

The above coincides with one of the main reasorisnbethe choice to move into a residential gated
community while the other key issue was the corgeefating to crime but also to ensure that thera i
sense of investment and legacy that is left foir ttleildren. Here, we also see the impacts of {hertheid
legacy and how this has impacted on the life ctsoibat have led to many of the black middle-classigs

in the country move to residential spaces thatesgmt opportunity and how the township is neveangsd

as such a space. From an identity perspectivepbtiee participants indicated that the label otcklaniddle
class was unnecessary and used to further caus@dssin the country. She explained the following

“What is the obsession with racial classificatiamshe country? | believe that more than anythincpuses
more divisions. | mean could we not just be congidexs middle class, why do we have to term itlaskb
middle class and white middle class? That draweslimetween social groups that we are trying teewasta
country in a post-apartheid era. The middle-clxpegences are the same in my opinion regardleszscef”

The above further indicates the challenges withceptualising the middle class and more especialy t
black middle class and how this differs to whiteldie class experiences. The participants’ view alare

in contrast with another participant who believes differences of the black middle class may ndabgely
different from an economic perspective, howevemfi@ social perspective he believes that unlikeathige
middle class, black middle class individuals camdilty find themselves at “a constant battle of wiefy our
space and validating our existence and my reasorbéong and demonstrating that | had earned my
space”(participant). This also aligns to Fanon®8@:25) views that despite black peoples achievésremd

the wearing of European clothes,... using Eurofeamture and European forms of social intercourse;
using bombastic phrases in speaking or writinghmpean language ..., to achieve a sense of igguzt
remains ‘barred from all participation in a whiteond’. This suggests that the experience of thelbla
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middle class cannot merely be equal to that ofathite middle class and vice versa. Moreso, Mo@G98)
observed that many of the first generation blackldig-class often have lower-class relatives who are
relying on them for help which further complicathe experiences of a black middle class residerfiadt,
many of the participants indicated that the reamunomic challenges facing the country as a resfult
Covid, have placed additional pressures on theiityato retain their middle class status. Thesatiseents

are apparent in the participant’s views below:

‘While | do agree to a certain extent that | and fagnily are considered to be a middle class family,
situations in the country are really quite bleakvgaile | can afford the lifestyle of living in a g
community and afford my family this type of qualit§ life and you know sense of peace...the flip sifle
that is that many of us here, especially after @arie starting to really feel the pinch and findsalves
going deeper and deeper into loans and stuff pugeep up with the middle class lifestyle...living am
estate is expensive, there are rates, taxes aied ketich need to be paid so it is tough to keejp &hile
also looking after your family back home [outsitle gated community].”

5.2 Stereotype threat and navigating belonging

Belonging as expressed by the participants wadiftbghas a feeling (attitude and behaviour) aslasla
state of being (experienced in connection to otirethe community). While these were largely basaed
personal experiences they were also connectecttodkperiences towards the community. One pa#idip
described the social aspect of belonging as bdimgely related to their ability to feel that thege anot
judged and are considered an ordinary member afdhenunity, like other residents from other raddss
however was not the case as there was a geness sénletachment and avoidance regarding the broade
community by the black residents and a skewed sehbelonging not only to the community but to the
space of the gated community. Some of the avoidahitgeraction and getting involved can be tratzethe
preconceptions that black people have of what setlikink of them. Pettigrew (2010) talks about the
stereotype threat, which is triggered by the awessnand attention that others view your group as
inadequate. The belief that some people are Isitiiking that they are better than black peopleabse they
were taught that way during apartheid, divides peophe inherited memories of the time when black
populations were not allowed in certain urban grbas left a strong imprint in people’s minds. Toa-
belonging of black people emerged in both the mléctive notions of black African residents. Tligs
present in the interview excerpts below:

“Estates were never made for black people, so kemaense why we will feel like we are out of pface

“Home” is back home in Hammanskraal [a townshighia North of the City of Tshwane], | struggle to
consider this as home and you see this with otleaklpeople who will say ke ya hae over the Yesti
season, December comes and it is quiet in Joburgte waople have gone on holiday and blacks have gon
back home... this is not where your family is...fam#yin the townships and the rural areas for uskislac

Additionally, conversations with the black partiaigs in the study indicated that some of the btasidents

in this study live with the historical legacy ofibg viewed as part of an inferior race. Maldonadur&s
(2016) called this the “zone of non-being” where dmmceptualises the zone of blackness as the Zone o
damnation, suggesting that in historically racishtexts, to be Black is to be seen as cursed amheth

But, the form of how this works goes further thémst Black subjectivity is located within the teorsi
between the “desire” to be White (regarded as hiQnzem complete resignation because “the hell of
coloniality is that of self-erasure: blackness ndisappear or at least be covered-over by whitér{2846).

One of the participants expressed the followingglation to this:

“You are not able to fully express yourself as @aklperson in a gated community for fear of beoid that

you are too loud or that you are being too ghettdlack...so one needs to adopt a different type of
behaviour, like a white behaviour...unlike when yae @ the township...when | enter the gates of the
estate | immediately just lower down the volumenonradio, pull up the windows, you know act civilhig

is very different from the township, | mean wheruyapproach the township already you have your music
blasting really loud...you roll down the windows besa you are almost certain that on your drive hgote

will bump into someone and have a brief conversatio just greet people man®.

The above excerpts briefly compare the lived expees of the township versus life in a gated coniiyiun
Unlike much of the research that paints the towmsisi a negative and crime-ridden space, theserssis
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shed some light on the positive memories and espeeis expressed by some participants in the stindy.
township is depicted as a friendly space with aseax connection in contrast to the individualistadure of
the gated community. The above also indicatestilaak residents use assimilation and adaptatiategfies

to conform to the norms of gated living, even thougis might have a negative impact on how they
experience their communities. While residing inaéeg community was a choice that all the blackdesgis
interviewed made for themselves, they also inditdtew moving back to the township was not an issue
given the lack of investment and infrastructurghi@ township communities. Furthermore, the townsVag
commonly seen as an undeveloped space that leamgéttte desire and retention of the black middiass.
This was captured in the interview excerpts below:

| could never see myself moving back to the towmsktthe moment most black people make it and earn a
decent income, one automatically thinks of moviog othe government also has failed those spacei isut
also because the township was never made to shiisejust the social engineering of apartheid &nel
legacy it has left...there are no good schools, gladeaecreation especially for kids. The governnjast
deserted those space and | see it every time o dtatlehong and that also makes one feel a bitasad
guilty because your community is suffering. yet yane living on the brighter side of life...povertysha
trapped a lot of people in the township and | thimk advantage of mobility is one of the biggestaatages

for black middle class families in times of todayhis also makes it very hard for a black prospepmerson

to actually belong anywhere in the city... the towpshare underdeveloped and the suburbs do not fully
cater for the black experience, so where do werlggdatually or find that sense of belonging?

The above dialogue highlights a certain level aftdbhat some residents have about having accessdio a
lifestyle in comparison to the majority of the inidiuals who are adversely affected by socio-economi
inequalities in the country. Furthermore, the abalso indicates the rationale behind the middlessla
deciding to leave the township space. Donaldsoal,g®013) however indicate that there are soraekbl
middle class residents that decide to stay in @venship regardless of their economic mobility. They
explained that in their study more than half (58 gent) of the black middle class residents inrteample

of 180 participants remained residents of the ttwmscompared with only 32 per cent who had mowed t
former whites-only suburbs. This observation aksisas the following question, which is why do soofie
the black middle class not leave townships and whatthose who do escaping? Donaldson, et al, 2013
explains that this is due to the perception thardghis no ubuntu where a black person is likelyogo
considered an “outcast” (Ndlovu, 2020) within thésgrban context which therefore will also have tiega
impacts on belonging. However, the sad reality hat tthe township spaces still remain largely
untransformed. In fact residential desegregatianase prominent in the former white only residergigeas
and the same cannot be said about the townshig sgaich remains predominately black. Posel (20860) 1
terms this ‘racially politicised consumption’ thads resulted in the reinforcement of regimes obgihg —
black people only belonging to the township, whieople belonging to the suburb. Ndlovu (2020:575)
explains that this is unsurprising though as towpsstvere socially engineered as a zone to limit aipble
the rights of blacks to own land or homes and floeeethe township in the post-apartheid, “emerges a
place set up to prove that, since all black peapepoor, nothing should suggest the contrary”.

5.3 Navigating a double consciousness: privilege, idétyt, and culture

For many of the participants the gated communitgoissidered “for whites only” even if the demogrigph
reality showed differently. Even though black respents did not give harsh labels or stereotypitipates

to non-black residents the same way as the otloer geoups did of the them, the prejudice towards no
black groups was very much present. It just toakfferent verbal form. The gated community, therefo
becomes a stage for the Black middle class whehitéwess” is performed, and Black identity rededirer
civility to prevail. “Whiteness” in the narrativebave is positioned as individualistic, unfriendand non-
sociable. Furthermore, the gated community waseperd as both an opportunity and challenge. Many of
the Black residents expressed a sense of guiliviog a lifestyle that was quite different to batlome’.
One participant conveyed the following sentiments:

“I don’t know but there seems to be this thing lesik [in the township] that if you live in a whispace, you
have made it and stuff...people even sometimes tyinkare now less of a black person just because you
stay in the suburbs or they make funny commentsitaymu, that you are better than them...people eyl s
you are lucky and stuff but like...I have worked h&wd my family to build a home and stay here, urdt
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come easy and definitely was not cheap but alschgae that sense of guilt...a lot of people back hanmee
still struggling and here you are sitting in aiktprivilege so it is sometimes a hard pill to doal”

The above sentiments links to Du Bois’ (1982) tlyesfr‘double consciousness’ that is employed aspng
mechanism for black people living in a pluralistociety and find themselves being members of two
different communities resulting in feeling pressut® adhere to both sets of standards and evajuatin
oneself on the basis of others’ perceptions. A comstatement among black residents is that thgtdbe
not consider the gated community as their home. ¢edaonnotes safety and familiarity. The search and
longing for home has become pressing in an agdotaguncertainty, profound change and displacement
As Duyvendak (2011) argues, the world is incredgihgmesick (for the places of origin) and nostalgor

the ‘good old days’). Home, therefore, reflectseaick to stabilise the disruptions of identity imgsfrom the
loss of place (Woodward, 2002). In a world we elgraze as increasingly alienating, it offers thenpise of
return, unity, fullness and stability (Brickell, 28, Nichols, 2008). It is through the trope of hothat
articulations of belonging come to be figured (YRavis, 2006). The simplicity of the statementbélong
here’ evokes an intuitive knowing that often reqairlittle interrogation to understand its meaning
(Antonsich, 2010). Belonging for the black resideras in the townships and rural settings, wherekbla
residents felt their culture and traditions wersthenderstood. For instance, one of the particgparplains
this in the context of the custom of slaughteririgol was considered unsuitable in the gated comyuni

“Just try slaughter a goat here and you will seettiacklash you will get...that is what | mean wheay the
space is not for Africans...How can | say | belongehi& my cultural and traditional practices arevired
upon? Like for me it makes no sense why we areabla to slaughter here, | am a homeowner, | hage th
space in my home but | still can’t slaughter...myaam really is that although we have homesteads ibac
the rural or township spaces where we practicecaliure freely, what about our kids?...Black cudtand
traditions are fading because of such spaces obeniéig a way to keep us out? Who knows?” (Pariotp

As Ballard (2010) has analysed, slaughtering insthieurbs has caused contradictions between theaffri
heritance and the white culture. The establishettilaiclass has condemned the custom, especiathein
suburban areas, while black African people have #eas their right to express their culture, ahdstan
entitlement of full citizenship and the free usesphce. Furthermore, the above narrative also egpas
relationship between the resident, the gated coriiynand the rural / township setting and furtheve@s
why the gated community could be a conflicting eowiment for a black resident. While the townshig an
the rural spaces were considered home for the btasidents, these spaces were also considered
“unprogressive” and “non-developmental” whilst tifted community presented spaces of opportunity and
status. Conversely, the rules that are set in thesenunities can also be limiting and do not coersitie
diversity of the country to cater for the transfatian and decolonisation of spaces within the ¢ige of

the participants in the study also indicated hovwbekeved that the gated community was providirfglke
experience of the country and how this also haptttential to negatively impact on black identibyrhation

in the post-apartheid era. He explains this inftliewing way

My concern really is, and | am not quite sure hbig tan be remedied considering the high numbers of
people migrating to cities on a daily basis, thaise estates are not only giving our kids a fadeses of the
world and of South Africa, but they also have negaprospects for young boys and how they formrthei
identity in the suburbs as a black African childearn isintu [tradition]...as time goes by our ttaxhs and

our cultures will be neutralised and diminishedawse urban spaces have no place for them...our kids’
black identity is at threat, it has already staséith the languages. In the home most kids onlywkEmglish

and not their mother tongue...so it remains importarglug these kids in and out of the rural andrtskp
space so they can know their roots.

The above also indicates the role of the townshid aural spaces to realign one’s blackness. This
observation was also made by Chevailer (2015) wiptaged that black suburban middle class freqtiest
township for everyday activities, such as gettihgirt hair done, going to a braai or socialising.eOn
participant indicated that these trips have a desm@aning in that they are a way in which they Gratect
with my people” but also to “fulfil my needs sinttee businesses and the salons here cater largelyhite
people, so | drive to Soweto every month end tawgehair done...also | feel like | can be mysgbeak my
language and be around people who | grew up withuswderstand”.
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6 CONCLUSION

This paper gave an insight into the dynamics obhgihg for black middle-class residents in twodestial
gated communities in Greenstone Hill, Johanneshithg.study revealed that moving to former whiteamrb
spaces in the post-apartheid era is considerednadyof increased social status, therefore cortirilguto
how the black groups in society who have been tbteap the benefits of upward mobility self-idgntis
being black and middle class. There is also a cwmusethat while the term black middle class islehging

to define, it is approached in various ways butlifestyle and ability to afford life within a gateestate is
one of the key determinants of this social clag®ting to the participants in the study. Whilestaspaces,
present opportunity for the black middle classcimparison to the township and rural space, whieh a
considered as forgotten spaces given the lackwd#rgment intervention and investment, there are sdsne
considerable limitations that meet the black suanrimiddle class. These include their inability tagiise
their traditions and cultures freely, stereotypieaédws of non-black neighbours and performativity t
assimilate and adapt to the rules and behaviourshege residential spaces that may be based on
individualistic and westernised ideals of community
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